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12th February 2021 
 
NEWSLETTER NO: 20 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 
FROM THE HEADTEACHER ….. 
In the words of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin: "There are decades where nothing happens; and there are weeks 
where decades happen." This term has felt incredibly long and challenging for everyone in our community.  
Following the Prime Minister's announcement on the 4th January,  an immense amount of work has gone 
in to adjusting our planning, changing the way staff deliver the curriculum, learning new digital platforms, 
working in school and at home with fewer staff than we were used to, whilst trying to navigate through the 
constantly changing advice from the government. Throughout this lockdown, our children have tried their 
very best and we could not have asked for more. They have lived through a most unusual period of history 
for almost a year with all of the uncertainty and change that it has brought and continues to bring: missing 
their friends and family, experiencing less adventure, joining live lessons, sending in work, socialising 
through screens and living through trauma, perhaps even saying a final farewell. Our children deserve all 
the credit we bestow upon them on this this our last day of term 3, the halfway point of the academic year. 
We say thank you to our children, and well done to each of them. We are always so proud of their 
attitudes and efforts, and none more so than now. 
 
Throughout this lockdown we have felt supported by you - our wonderful families. We are hugely grateful 
for the cards, gifts, pictures and messages of support we have received from our parents and carers, our 
governors and friends from Christ Church Church, which have made the world of difference to the team 
here. We sympathise with all of our families and say thank you for being super stars.  None of us want to 
be in these circumstances, but there is a real feeling of unity of purpose: together, we will come through 
and succeed.  
 
This half term is welcomed with open arms by all of us. Our staff are smiling and set on giving our children 
the very best education they deserve, but I can see the levels of exhaustion all too clearly. In times like 
these, our staff truly shine and I thank them for their dedication and heroic efforts. I hope the weather 
improves so that walks are more inviting and that early signs of spring may tempt us out of the house to 
enjoy the fresh air and promise of better days ahead. Please enjoy plenty of rest and relaxation. 
 
We remain uncertain about when school will fully reopen but look forward to the Prime Minister's 
promised announcement on 22nd February, when he will give us further details. Rest assured, we will hear 
the news at the same time as you but will put plans swiftly in to place and I will inform you of these as soon 
as I can. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.christchurchprimaryschool.org/


PERSONAL BESTS 
Congratulations to the following children who all achieved their personal best this week. 
 
Reception - Harrison for trying really hard with phonics and letter formation and for making 
   good progress. 

Scarlett for working super hard at home and always completing her work to a really 
high standard and attending all of the live lessons! 

Year 1  - Theo for using his new phonic sounds in his writing. 
   Maria for growing in confidence in live lessons. 
Year 2  - Aiden for settling into learning at school really well. 
   Betty for always trying hard with home learning. 
Year 3  - Darius for completing all his work! 
   Amelia for sending in lots of lovely work. 
Year 4  - Beau for really making an amazing effort with her reading. 
   Tyler for always being first on to learn and trying his best! 
   Febe for working hard and helping her sister too! 
Year 5  - Oscar for excellent effort and behaviour in ALL his tasks. 
   Nikki for excellent effort and consistently well- presented work. 
Year 6  - Alex for excellent information text on Fantastic Beasts! 
   Minhanh for attending every live lesson and check in. 
 
Well done! 
 
READING PERCENTAGES 
Year 1 had a great week with 82% of the children reading four or more times at home! The reading trophy 
will be with your class for the first week after the end of term 3 break.  
 
The following classes were as follows: 
 
Reception – 73%; Year 2 – 66%; Year 3 – 40%; Year 4 – 69%; Year 5 – 74% and Year 6 – 70%. 
 
Congratulations to the following children who were winners in our book raffle this week: 
 
Reception – Harrison and Izzy 
Year 1 – Leonardo and Billy 
Year 2 – Sylvie and Oli 
Year 3 – Antek and Shaan 
Year 4 – Teya and Ioan 
Year 5 – Frankie and Aase 
Year 6 – Maja and AJ. 
 
As in previous weeks, we will keep the books for our at home winners in the office, ready for collection 
when you are out and about! 
 
STARS OF THE WEEK 
This week Jake in Year 6 received our pupil ‘Star of the Week’. Jake is always polite and thoughtful, wishing 
children and staff a lovely day, EVERY day! Well done Jake! 
 
Our adult ‘Star’ is given to Mrs Johnstone for being an incredibly dedicated and reliable member of our 
Christ Church team. Thank you Mrs Johnstone for being our star! 
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FAIRNESS 
Each term we celebrate one of our school values. This term it is ‘Fairness’. We are delighted to award 
certificates to the following children who have all shown understanding of this value. 
 
Reception  - Ezra Jade and Evie 
Year 1  - Fabian and Jensen 
Year 2  - Sylvie and Gabi 
Year 3  - Cayden and Lehanna 
Year 4  - Maisie and Raine 
Year 5  - Salvatore and Daisy 
Year 6  - Alessio and Holly 
 
WORLD BOOK DAY 
This year, we will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 4th March both at home 

and in school.  We will be planning a range of fun activities based on books by our favourite authors.   

In KS1 the teachers will be choosing books from Julia Donaldson to read and enjoy with their classes.  We 

would ask all the KS1 children to dress up as one of her characters.  This could be a dragon, princess, rat, 

pirate, stick man or a character from the Gruffalo!  Please join in at home too. 

In KS2 our chosen author is David Walliams.  We will be celebrating his stories in each classroom with lots 

of exciting and creative activities.   Also please can all children in KS2 dress up as one of his characters on 

that day. 

We look forward to sharing and enjoying all these amazing books together! 

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT 
Below are some useful links which may be of help. 
  
https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/ 
  
https://youngminds.org.uk/media/4291/when-emotions-explode-poster.pdf 
  
The website also has a messenger system for Young People to access in a 
crisis https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/get-urgent-help/ 
  

 
School closes today Friday, 12 February and will reopen on Monday, 22 February. 
 
With my best wishes 
 
Mrs Bray 
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