
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

    

We are delighted to be teaching your children this year. We thought it would be a nice idea 

to write down some of the important things to help you prepare for the changes this 

year. 

 

Phonics and Reading 

We follow a daily structured phonics teaching programme which focusses on word endings 

and spellings. We aim to hear your child read at least 2 times a week, as an individual and 

then once in a guided reading session. At this stage of your child’s development it is really 

important that they read on a regular basis at home as well so that they build on the 

learning that happens in the classroom. Our school policy is that children aim to read 4 

times a week at home, and have their book signed by an adult at least 4 times.  

 

Reward System 

This year, we are using the Class Dojo app throughout the school. The children can earn 

‘Dojo’ points for behaving in the correct way, such as; working hard, being a kind friend, 

listening well, following the school rules. Every 25 points they earn (up to 100), they will 

receive a certificate in Service. This starts again at the beginning of every big term 

(Term 1/3/5). You are able to view your child’s Dojo points on your phone app or at home 

online via a code which was sent home at the beginning of term. Please come and speak to 

a member of the Year 2 staff if you need another code sent out. The class Dojo app also 

allows us to update the ‘Class Story’ page with information for you. As a school, we are 

trying to reduce the amount of paper that we use and send out as letters etc. so please 

make sure your notifications for the app are turned on or that you check it regularly as 

this will be the main form of keeping you informed with what we have been doing in class 

or if there is anything different about our week (for example, any trips/non-school uniform 

days).  

 

P.E Bags and Jumpers 

Please can your child have a PE bag in school at all times. The PE bag needs to have all 

items labelled and come into school on the first day of each new term! Please can all 

jumpers and cardigans be labelled as we will have 30 similar ones to try and sort at the 

end of each day! P.E is on Wednesday afternoon. 

  

Water bottles and drinks 

Please bring a water bottle to school and leave it in school. We will fill the water bottles 

every day. This is to avoid reading books being damaged when water bottles are put into 

book bags! The children will have plenty of opportunities to have a drink during the day 

and they will be told the routines in September. 



 

Toilet routines 

The children will be allowed to go to the toilet when they need to during term 1. After 

that we begin to help them learn to wait until playtimes if they can. That means they 

may be asked to wait if it is just before a playtime. We are fair and if they are really 

desperate they will always be allowed to go! 

 

Independence 

We would like to start as we mean to go along by encouraging all the children to be 

responsible for coming in with their belongings by themselves. A member of staff will no 

longer come and collect them in the morning so please can you help by allowing your child to 

bring in their own things when the whistle goes at 8:45 am. Please drop off and collect 

your child from the corner of the playground by the new TV. 

 

Homework 

Homework will be reading four times a week, spellings and times tables practice. If your 

child reads at least four times a week, they will be entered into the school reading raffle 

to win a book each week. Midnight the Owl will also be awarded each week to the class 

who have the highest percentage overall for reading at home. The children will have ten 

spellings a week to practise. We will introduce the children to these words in class, talk 

about which sounds in the word they can hear and which parts of the words are tricky 

(the letters/sounds they cannot hear) and practise them all once a day. We will send home 

a sheet for you to practise them once a day too adopting a look, cover, write, check 

approach. Over the course of the year, the children will need to know the 2, 5, and 10 

times tables and corresponding division facts, also to be able to count in threes. We will be 

learning the 2 times table first, followed by the 10 x table and then the 5 x table. We will 

send home weekly activity sheets related to these times tables. We do not require these 

to be completed and returned to the class teacher but we hope they will provide a variety 

of ways to help your child to practise their times tables at home.  

 

Health Issues and Inhalers 

Please make sure that you child has an up to date Inhaler in school at all times and if your 

child has any health issues please make sure we are aware of them so we can adapt any 

of our classroom routines accordingly. If we know we can ensure your child feels at home in 

Year 2 and helps avoid any anxiety. 

 

Finally… 

We work very hard to make sure that your child has a great time in Year 2 but 

sometimes we make mistakes and miss things. Please come in and chat to us about it, 

because if we don’t know we can’t do anything to fix it. We are very approachable people 

and we don’t bite!  If it is something urgent please come in any day before school. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Mrs Foxen, Miss Young, Mrs Thorne, Mrs Gregory, Mrs Green and Mrs Carpenter 


