
   Christ Church CE VA Primary School            

   

Headteacher: 
  

Emma Bray  Deputy Headteacher: Rachael Clarke  Senior Teachers: Aaron Rogers & Emily Walker                     
  

  

  

Dear Families,                                                                                                                                               16th July   

  

The government has published updated guidance for schools in line with Step 4 of the roadmap out of 

lockdown. This guidance will apply to schools from September 2021. Many of the restrictions we have 

become used to this year have been removed, but some precautions still remain in place. In this letter I will 

update you on the arrangements we will have in place next year, and in particular the arrangements for the 

return to school in September 2021.   

  

Arrangements for academic year 2021-22  

Our aim for 2021-22 is to return to as close to ‘normal’ as possible. We are retaining a number of sensible 

safety precautions where they enhance our provision, but our aim is to enable as much of our normal 

practice to resume.  

  

Mixing and “bubbles”  

Children will be able to mix freely from September. However, schools are still required to maintain an 

“outbreak management plan” to reintroduce more restrictive measures in the event of an outbreak of 

COVID-19.   

  

Cases of COVID-19 in school  

As is currently the case, anyone showing any of the symptoms of COVID-19 (however mild) should not 

attend school. They should self-isolate, and book a PCR test as soon as possible. Any child displaying any of 

the symptoms of COVID-19 in school will be sent home to self-isolate and book a PCR test. The common 

symptoms of COVID-19 include:  

  

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature)  

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)  

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal  

  

Please remember that lateral flow tests are not designed for people with symptoms. If you have symptoms, 

you must book a PCR test.  

  

Contact tracing and isolation  

Under the existing guidance, schools identify close contacts of any confirmed cases of COVID-19 and send 

them home to self-isolate for ten days. This sometimes involves a few close contacts, sometimes an entire 

class or even a larger ‘bubble’. This system will be scrapped over the summer.  

  

From September, NHS Test and Trace will take over the full responsibility for contact tracing. This means 

that we will no longer send home close contacts of confirmed cases, unless instructed to do so by NHS Test 

and Trace.  
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If a child (or a double vaccinated adult) is identified as a contact of a confirmed case of COVID-19 from 

September, they will need to take a PCR test at a local testing centre as soon as possible. They will only 

need to continue self-isolation if that test is positive.  

  

On receipt of a negative PCR test result, children (and double vaccinated staff) can return to school even if 

they are identified as a close contact of a confirmed case. We will continue to provide remote education to 

any child required to self-isolate with a positive test for COVID-19. Contact isolations are likely to be short, 

as PCR test results are usually returned with 24 hours, so we expect the disruption caused by these 

isolations to be minimal.  

  

Control measures in school  

• Face coverings: face coverings will no longer be required at any time in school   

• Hygiene: we will continue to provide hand sanitiser in every classroom, and encourage children to 

follow the “catch it, bin it, kill it” approach if they cough or sneeze,  

• Cleaning: we will be continuing with an enhanced cleaning programme, including regular cleaning 

of touch points including door handles and light switches through the day. This is good for the 

general health of the school, reducing the spread of many infections, not just COVID-19,  

Ventilation: rooms will have doors and windows open as much as possible.   

  

Attendance  

School attendance is mandatory for all children of compulsory school age and it remains our priority to 

ensure that as many children as possible regularly attend school. We expect all children to have 100% 

attendance; we classify “good” attendance as 95% or better.  

  

Punctuality - the school day  

We no longer need to begin or end each day with staggered start and finish times. We expect all children in 

Y1 – Y6 to be in their classes by 8.45am. The main school gate will open each day at 08:35 where families 

will have a ten minute drop-off window. Parents are asked to remain off site at morning drop off; saying 

goodbye at the school gate, now that children are used to this routine.    

  

All children in Y1 – Y6 will need to be collected at 3.10pm. Parents are welcome to enter the school site at 

3:00pm and wait in the playground.  

  

New Reception children are permitted to use the back gate at their start and finish times of 9.00am and 

3.00pm.    

  

Uniform  

We are returning to our ‘normal’ uniform arrangements from September 2021. Children will need to attend 

in full uniform, including correct shoes, from the first day of term. Full details of the uniform arrangements, 

including examples of acceptable and unacceptable shoes, can be found in the paper copy of the letter sent 

home today and on our school website, in the prospectus.  

  

Jewellery and nails: children are permitted a maximum of one watch and one pair of stud earrings. Hoops, 

rings and dangly earrings are not permitted. Nail varnish and false nails are not permitted at all.  

  

If you have any questions about the arrangements for the start of term in September, or for the next 

academic year, please contact the school office on office@christchurchprimaryschool.org or 01934 620738.   

http://www.christchurchprimaryschool.org/
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Yours sincerely  

  

Mrs Bray    


